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Administrators’ Message
Happy new year! Welcome back to all students, staff and
community members. We hope you had a happy and
peaceful Christmas season. The New Year often brings
with it promises of hope, expectations for exciting
adventures, and self-resolutions.
We encourage all parents to continue to keep in close
contact with us regarding your child’s social and academic
progress during the winter months and into the second
term. It is our endeavour to promote an open line of
communication between home and school. By working
together we will continue to develop the spiritual and
academic lives of our children effectively.
In This Issue

We would like to wish everyone a wonderful and
prosperous new year. We hope that this year brings peace,
happiness, health and many good memories with family
and friends.
Kendra Duench and Jo Goossens
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FROM THE OFFICE…
Parking Lot Reminder: At this time we would like to remind parents
and caregivers of the expectations regarding the school parking lot:
Student safety is of primary importance to all members of the St. Luke community.
People who have a children in grade 1 or a child in a car seat are permitted to use the
parking lot for speedy drop off.
Parents and caregivers of students in JK/SK are reminded to use the Kiss and Drop area in the mornings where
staff will assist the students in getting to the enclosed play area.
Although we encourage students to walk to school, the following are the guidelines that we expect all parents/
caregivers who drive students.
Please be advised that the City of Waterloo Bylaw office has permission to come onto our property to ticket anyone
in contravention of the posted bylaws (City By-law #4009).
1. School Parking Lots— a number of spots have been designated as ‘Handicapped’ and for the ‘Daycare’, and these
spots are clearly identified with signage. These spots should only be used as appropriate .
2. All other parking lot use, both in front of and at the side of the school, is restricted to those who are coming into
the school to volunteer, for a meeting, signing students in or out;
3.Follow the signs posted in front of the school and on the streets. Specifically there is no parking or idling
at the front of the school—please obey the signs posted in front of the school. This is the policy
for all WCDSB elementary schools.
4. Fire Routes and Bus Loading Zones - Parking in these areas is strictly prohibited
5. Parents and caregivers will not be allowed to enter the school parking lot after 8:10 in the morning or before
3:00 in the afternoon, to ensure that all students are kept safe. There are many students walking in the area
and we want to ensure the safety of all.
6. Parents and caregivers are reminded that they are not allowed to wait on school property to pick up students,
with the exception of JK/SK parents.
Dogs on School Property : At St. Luke School we love pets. However, we ask that you please refrain from walking your dog on school property when walking your children to and from school. Please do not bring dogs into
the school. Some of our students have allergies, and/or a fear of some animals. We need to have a safe nurturing
environment for all of our students. Thank you for your understanding

Winter Dressing: It is that time of year when students need to be reminded of the necessity of dressing properly
for the weather (e.g., mittens, hats, scarves, boots, etc.). Labelling items would be helpful, as many boots and mittens look very similar. We ask that each child have indoor footwear (e.g., running shoes to wear in the school and
boots to wear outside). Except under unusual conditions, students go outside during recess and lunch hour. Research indicates that fifteen minutes of fresh air allows students to refocus on their studies. We will monitor the
weather conditions daily and make decisions based upon our local conditions. Please remember that children
who are too ill to go outside should be resting at home.
Bus Cancellations and School Closures: Just a friendly reminder – When we have inclement weather, please
DO NOT call the school. Tune in to RADIO 570 CKGL- AM or 96.7 CHYM-FM or visit the WEBSITE at
www.wcdsb.ca
•

If buses are cancelled and the school is closed, you do not need to phone the school.

•

If buses are cancelled and the school is open and you choose to send your child(ren) to school, you are responsible for picking up your child(ren) at the end of the day.

•

2 If buses are cancelled and the school is open, please call the school if your child(ren) is not attending that day.
With almost 500 students we need your help and cooperation. Thank you

When students miss too many days of school
When students miss too many days of school, they fall behind and struggle to keep up with
their classmates. Whether the days missed are due to illness, truancy or for any other
reason, the end result for the student is the same — learning time is lost. Children and
adolescents will get sick at times and may need to stay at home, but we want to work with
you to help minimize the number of days your student misses school.
Missed Days Add Up Quickly!
Just a few missed days a month adds up to several school weeks missed in a year.
Both excused and unexcused absences can make it more difficult for your child to keep up
with other students, especially in math and reading.
Kindergarten and first grade are critical for your child. Missing school during these early
years makes it more difficult for children to learn in later years and they often have
trouble reading by the end of third grade.
Work with Your Child and Your School
As the parent, be strong with your child and don’t let your child stay home when it is not
necessary. This will help your child succeed.
If your child has a chronic disease, make sure that the school staff is aware of the disease
so the staff can assist your child if he or she becomes ill. Information about your child’s
chronic disease should be noted on the school emergency or health information card.
For students with asthma: if your child has asthma, the school needs an Asthma Action Plan
completed by his or her doctor that includes permission to carry an inhaler at school. Make
sure that all supplies (inhaler, spacer, etc.) needed to manage your child’s asthma are at the
school.
For students with diabetes: if your child has diabetes, the school needs a Diabetes
Management Plan completed by his or her doctor. Make sure that all supplies (insulin, blood
sugar meter, test strips) needed to manage your child’s diabetes are at the school.
Keep an open line of communication with school staff and teachers. The more the
school knows about your child’s health, the better prepared everyone will be to work
together for your child.
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FIRST Lego League Robotics
Our Lego robotics team competed in a tournament at St. David School on Saturday, December 10th. They
did not win any prizes, but enjoyed the tournament and represented the school extremely well. They were
commended by the judges for their respect for other teams, and for their friendly competition. Way to go,
Lightning!
Special thanks to Daniel Delattre and Team Dave for all of the mentoring. Many thanks to MapleSoft for
sponsoring our team.
Mrs. Goossens, Mr. Gruber, Mrs. Eliot-Fraser and Mr. Long
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The Luke Lightning

Lego League

The Lightning Mascot

WEATHER FACTS
Cold Weather and Outdoor Breaks
When schools are open, special consideration is given to the safety and wellbeing of students when they are outside at recess, lunch, or for other outdoor
activities. The following temperatures (including windchill) and actions are
followed during winter months:
• When the temperature is between -15°C and -19°C: students may remain
outside for no longer than 20 minutes at a time.
• When temperatures are colder than -19°C: students will remain inside.

Grade eight leadership
Our grade eights have begun two new initiatives this year. The first is all about leadership. The
students have been given the opportunity to share their talents with the school. They have been
proposing a variety of activities (e.g., art, dance, computer gaming, etc.) and leading sessions for
younger students who have similar interests. It has been great so far to see these older students shine as
leaders and positive examples to the school community. We look forward to more being offered
throughout the rest of the year.
The second initiative is a run by a selected group of grade eights who are looking to build a legacy for the
whole graduating class. The theme they have chosen this year is community. They have been busy
planning out activities to promote community (e.g., reading picture books to primary classes, hosting a
winter activity day, hosting an Arts Night, etc.). Look to see some of those running over the next few
months.

SAVE THE DATE
St. Luke’s Annual Fundraiser
“Dance-a-Thon” is on February 9th,
2017. More information coming soon!
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Lightning Sports

On January 18, 2017, Lifetouch will be taking the SK
and Grade 8 Graduation photos. Order forms will be
going out the week of January 9, 2017. We also have
order forms for sibling portraits which will be taken
the same day. If you would like an order form for
siblings please contact the office at 519-884-4912.

The Lightning boys’ basketball team has been chosen
and the boys are ready for a fantastic season. There
were 19 boys chosen for the varsity team and another
20 boys chosen for the tournament team.
Congratulations to all the boys who were chosen and a
thank you to all of the others who tried out. The
varsity team has sets its goals on returning the
Regional Championship trophy back to St. Luke where
it belongs! The season begins on January 18th. Go
Lightning!!
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New Year’s
Day

8

Welcome
back—Happy
New Year

15

16

Parent
meeting for
1st
reconciliation/
1st
communion
after 9 am
mass

School
council
meeting 6:30
pm
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23

Lifetouch here
for Gr. 8 and
SK
Graduation
photos
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Gr. 8
Pathways
evening 6:30
pm @ St.
Luke School
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30
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25

Spirit Day —
wear sports
jerseys
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27

1st
PA day—no
reconciliation school for
6:30 pm @
students
St. Agnes
Parish
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